MISF connects and strengthens Minnesota's independent schools through exceptional training,
resources, and advocacy so they can be student-centered and mission-driven.
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Letter from the President

Dear Friends of Private and Independent Schools,

Back to school has a very different meaning than any other year. On behalf of the MISF
board of directors and staff, we extend our best for a safe and healthy return to learning for
all students, educators, leaders and families.

As you recall, last month the State of Minnesota provided masks and shields to all
educators and staff in private, charter and public schools as part of the back to school
effort. The second phase of this plan is providing each staff and educators in school
access to a single saliva test. Please follow the instructions below to confirm your
participation, total number of tests and the process required at the school level.
Note the deadline - this is a hard deadline and no extensions will be provided.

Registration for the 2020 School Leadership Conference is open! While in a different
format (virtual) and in a different location (your home/office and not Ruttger's) than the
usual in person conference, you will find the topics and content inspiring and affirming. To
supplement this conference, MISF has planned an ongoing leadership series throughout
the year to help leaders stay on connected. More information is listed below .

As is the norm, there's lots of updates

e MISF's Covid-19 page continues to be a helpful "one stop shop" for resources,
updates and documents - add this to your bookmarks

e MISF remains in frequent communication with MDE on issues of importance to
nonpublic participation including transportation, nursing, guidance/counseling,
special education and CARES Act funding and resources - please keep us posted
on issues impacting your school community.
CARES Act - the implementation, legal challenges and delays in implementation of
the CARES Act continues to bring about frustration and confusion. On the federal
level, our national Council for American Private Education is engaged in the
ongoing saga with fellow national organizational leaders on working toward a
positive and efficient resolution to the uncertainty.

Over the last six months, it's become apparent how vital a single and all-inclusive


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d6DF4pxXApsZLfRTqDLw7MIs7RydePd2VJybT9tA3r8zd8BikDxwprPKQw8VgMYE3fdm5FcU1fYvOC8wlIsgcib3vTk6eaDc2gcK86qaNqFWW-GjESXeLSB7sb7U7CoDL0OsLaUPbA9YZUkCv2jslkesITcfWwB4&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d6DF4pxXApsZLfRTqDLw7MIs7RydePd2VJybT9tA3r8zd8BikDxwpo6MqwZM8_CejQjVtpjaX6Fa3mjdkRvq0HG_BSY49rVlpKhBbsNXTddWJYe3LhRnrHKMiJPxsjMS4ORAD6kMuE28leQKebmn17XJuExGECPmOBAUfkmbZsaEjq04hKhuOw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d6DF4pxXApsZLfRTqDLw7MIs7RydePd2VJybT9tA3r8zd8BikDxwpo6MqwZM8_CemZ_kdbVNNoUBxwTb7pteivxhXGjMwTncl-bIErN6nl6JNImzfOmceY0127bDURVnDZflN_UOFiYcAxVet5cIRqgR9Yg1GwGd3yvzJ6SdzuFKfVM1dYBCUDOvUar2Uppg&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d6DF4pxXApsZLfRTqDLw7MIs7RydePd2VJybT9tA3r8zd8BikDxwpsaqWbRgNh6jqnqoGMwO-hDZP8cUuWCrpIB2zvMeH-Pz6KpsxTVuWPpdZdVgYPaUPr53krOrK_rRtkti_GfTD7YBWEzoKunn8jLbrqWPZjQCUEtFt2Fo95Y=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d6DF4pxXApsZLfRTqDLw7MIs7RydePd2VJybT9tA3r8zd8BikDxwpkgfSzUVEaKuEERETRr5F6lR65mnZ1AlrcmutOMfaAFjEsyjTK3CiHPGF7yKArLz4ual4ZX4ppkOQR1cSlpJX-YIG6FlVfaom0uxGH9gZCMmOCelRg57x2ZqdGZfIoHC_3tneSRXPfhImS0LEvntNNcYfP0XhgCkPTILhv1LUk0gRihpOCxTUA2FCoPzUXnV7A==&c=&ch=

organization like MISF is. We are proud to serve, coordinate, communicate and carry
forward a unified voice for the entire sector. If you are not currently a member school -
now is the time to join our network . If you are a supporter or believer in the power of
private or independent education, and would like to know more about our mission - we
would love to talk and share our story.

4By

Tim Benz
President
Follow me on Twitter
@misfprez
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Saliva Tests for all MN Nonpublic School Faculty and
Staff Members

As part of the Safe Learning Plan, one saliva test will be provided free of charge to all
staff currently employed by Minnesota's K-12 public, nonpublic, and tribal schools.

Please follow the instructions in this letter from the MDE to confirm your participation,
total number of tests needed by your school, and the process required at the school level.
Note the deadline of Wednesday, September 16 - this is a hard deadline and no

extensions will be provided.

MISF will send reminder notices to all nonpublic schools through early next week so
schools do not miss this important opportunity.

If you have questions about the saliva test and who should receive it, please contact
COVIDTesting.MDE@state.mn.us.
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The September Newsletter is sponsored by
© Gradelink

Get More Inquiries by Texting


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d6DF4pxXApsZLfRTqDLw7MIs7RydePd2VJybT9tA3r8zd8BikDxwpkgfSzUVEaKu43iBjDcjDNuo8GLLjdRuryjgiYkXFolble0BD1rChn9iPThWpWcHmNdpDE4VcMO53jNcRzBTfQV1WbeZtm6jNjQ_nBERp0ffsokLIsLPm1mykTKNkImOfxuNqScoqCTD&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d6DF4pxXApsZLfRTqDLw7MIs7RydePd2VJybT9tA3r8zd8BikDxwpo6MqwZM8_CeVU_OvzLftqJeby0EiUXKHs14v6tfLeX-mQpOzwbfJvUSlIQHEf3Nst9MgzLLhF3qIlrLKt5T7TGyc9XqY6wldEejcbmkBUUvXTf_NgN4LajJBQuYBOohx-Dhquxc-dRMnyMlaKnVCUyqp9kA8Y4nwpm7arC3miy7GN8E9ijPNY16Bq778ur9uS7d2wChTodAS5GC-glQcf985LutlHYTREn5YeW42MRo7ikneWjN32CAwKDxMZnofjP-jZrsuNp-VN2jA1SEWfw9lnMgYknBKw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d6DF4pxXApsZLfRTqDLw7MIs7RydePd2VJybT9tA3r8zd8BikDxwpo6MqwZM8_CeJ6jhH1fBLgDOlOCciQQebuDVoITphYZ5RBcX8XnCy7bl5FGqESBBLSs_hwZ9SFPo05T1FoBj0hUsBBTgg3y5Ynv4TJuSgPr444FeDkEYvHtpcPcmz08wU0SJCNc6_moQDzOCH91rLgnpNxekztrYMMVjWsvIcBs9QXo37-aEzWc2PdthS0AG5LR4t7CWoTnukfHWLiz1avTBoOaBooUxi2o6c6yzpgHW&c=&ch=
mailto:COVIDTesting.MDE@state.mn.us

Would you like to get

more inquiries?

Do you want to get more inquiries for your K-12 private school? Click the box above
to learn how to use text messaging to generate more leads - without spending a
dime.

Steven Lockwood

MISF Sponsor at Gradelink
(949) 682-7019 Cell
800-742-3083 x106 Office
steve@gradelink.com
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STEM Scoop

Teacher Events and Workshops

Minnesota State Centers of Excellence Teacher Training -
Sep 16. - Dec. 2 - Online

This is an interactive twice per month webinar series for STEM educators grades 5 - 12.
Webinars will feature ready to implement activities and resources with guidance for
implementing in virtual and distance learning settings. This series is designed to help
educators inspire interest in students and set them on the right track to pursue career
pathways that lead to high-demand (and high-pay in many cases) jobs in Minnesota. More
Information: https://lengineering.mnsu.edu/teacher-training-institute/

MN GIS Educator Day, Oct.9, Online

Save the Date for this annual conference, which becomes virtual this year. Details will be
available soon. The conference contact email is mngisk12@umn.edu.

MnSTA Conference on Science Education, November 12 -
17, Online

Lower Cost, More convenient, Same great sessions! The conference is going online this
year! Sessions will be evenings Thursday, Friday, Monday and Tuesday plus
unconference sessions on Saturday morning. Watch for an announcement of details and
the call for presentations. Registration for exhibitors is now available. Information at the
MnSTA Conference website.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d6DF4pxXApsZLfRTqDLw7MIs7RydePd2VJybT9tA3r8zd8BikDxwpo6MqwZM8_Cet07N5qwvLrddyvwiihcoxvVOD_164FzRJZSSlr5dFHW8gue172f2XldmqGVH2VvmmuXORvtqPabrCuRMcvWx0dZs1iroW3pQlxe6vaqnM3fW4OQqT8IwKxkQ2REM-ZR10Sl-a7L4uOk=&c=&ch=
mailto:steve@gradelink.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d6DF4pxXApsZLfRTqDLw7MIs7RydePd2VJybT9tA3r8zd8BikDxwpkgfSzUVEaKuMLPBak6KphK_-_xdA8E90pfPTFiksurAc6N7grPXQmVT10mJKDaNtDhGUBqZCK0xuqUxZfv1nrh25o84ng5gFvyLTNjXuMAMB0yW3UiOfs4DzOTMpc7FS7DdX3HnFO0TwHfBVeWfB9j9IAUPR-8Q5e72ghzIRSMP&c=&ch=
mailto:mngisk12@umn.edu

https://www.mnsta.org/cgi/page.cdi/2020_Conference.html

School Programs and Resources

Water Guardians

The Water Guardians program is a free, web-based curriculum designed for grades 5-8. It
contains a set of 5 lesson plans and culminates with a student-led service-learning project.
Whether teachers are starting the school year back in the classroom, with online distance
learning, or somewhere in between, Water Guardians is designed to fit a variety of settings
and needs. Learn more by checking out the Water Guardians website,
https://waterguardians.org/? s=qpnwssbywphurcfr5gbf

Solar Energy Opportunity

A dramatic drop in the cost of solar panels, combined with new financing choices, has now
made solar energy widely available. Additionally, schools are incorporating the solar array
into their curriculum. Learn about the financial opportunities (including third party
ownership), the educational benefits, the environmental impact, and the community
leadership roles. Clean Energy Resource Teams is a not-for-profit organization that
provides tools and services for implementing solar energy for schools.

Just for Kids - Minnesota Valley Wildlife Refuge

Enjoy the Outdoors at Home. The US Fish and Wildlife service is offering distance learning
packets for outdoor exploration at home, at the refuge or a neighborhood park. The
elementary grade-banded packets feature videos from the refuge and hand-on activities.
More Information.

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Minnesota_Valley/visit/just _for_kids.html
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solar

Funded STEM Program Opportunity
Space Available for 4 more MISF Member Schools
to Participate

Schools will receive teacher training, curriculum, Solar Suitcase equipment and learning
tools, and deployment of a Solar Suitcase to East Africa valued over $2,500.

Solar Suitcase Capstone Project (2020-2021) for 9-12 Grade
Students

Interdisciplinary STEM & Social Studies Curriculum



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d6DF4pxXApsZLfRTqDLw7MIs7RydePd2VJybT9tA3r8zd8BikDxwpkgfSzUVEaKuIf0iEbE8MKQ_lEc9gYJH_8PS1wFG8SrXCxL6Z9ypvh313t-whax1vCXDE51DeDtVNkvQspGlFwrqIGLJbWKEMMn3RuHPkkCUCw7ExCNYbuOD0g_ReG-UazdrUVkvNkVQ8XZiwUCW2Gh5KUaFV9fyiAN0sBVnUIvv&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d6DF4pxXApsZLfRTqDLw7MIs7RydePd2VJybT9tA3r8zd8BikDxwpkgfSzUVEaKuP8NXjNstLO_cVb4TWX9FHRRpUx2MOpwEA8zHMk0BAnUsHak9L1sAN_90nW8L1bz23A4YpQP6VIUZhWF6KdzeUXmQspyo6jpQEftEig-GeFeF9cjHPkBTNK-yb5d5Gc5Zb3pAybbyDAK-vsZa8nV-Jg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d6DF4pxXApsZLfRTqDLw7MIs7RydePd2VJybT9tA3r8zd8BikDxwpkgfSzUVEaKu_ThqpTIjm7jW3BvOUJ0RDwP68SCWJHsnrquYsNUEFaGOjD8YXV5OWl4g_7R4s-BPa27XGOtIb9uX4__nU7vOn30Cv3YaxbtkvBcU_Gf54C-3O9U01ngmJ1njVWs3QJQP8RgDqDFUMWx2Ro7WK6AePQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d6DF4pxXApsZLfRTqDLw7MIs7RydePd2VJybT9tA3r8zd8BikDxwpkgfSzUVEaKupj83T-CmUsevza39jPo0N_UQj0NVysujlE6PVpRYko3ElD8ASsyaPyStlIs1Rfr444kskBgP7s5j64POVhTXkEXoL5WfgLfu4wMm_56TZWSea7aab3QyzI9IsQ4Fl0o7J2VGqqz4eqvnfN6zb7bAkahnJaktZnsA4ScLvbPKJib0M7QSU4lJdQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d6DF4pxXApsZLfRTqDLw7MIs7RydePd2VJybT9tA3r8zd8BikDxwpn2av-xq-euRizpNlhqHNZWaRpag-RzNzLcZ5SOCeukrMJCZGcGYpmG8f4_s-ZZdFdXqnbpEpCIP4vbsINhl320sgFJurWeuyO0EtXYwbvfT1npKxSEAmk7iu03mh69Q_vO4gfnPldhaBU93L_cLeQY=&c=&ch=

The Solar Suitcase Capstone Project 2020-2021 is a pilot program for 9-12 grade
students. The program is interdisciplinary with a science and a social studies unit that can
be delivered via team-teaching, or by a single teacher focused on environmental science.
It is a 2-3 week in-class or out-of-class program that can be delivered in person or
by virtual access.

e Lessons focus on how solar works and the role that solar can play in the world of
energy access.

e Students will build a stand-alone solar system, learning about user-centered
design, innovation, and social entrepreneurship.

e The solar system built by the students will be deployed to light a school for refugee
children

e Social studies lessons focus on the United Nations Sustainability Development
Goals, global energy access and life in Uganda...particularly as a refugee.

Application Details

e MUST be a MISF member in the 2020-21 year to participate

e Curriculum will provide approximately 10 - 15 STEM lessons and 5 - 10 Social
Studies lessons

e Application deadline is September 18, 2020 - Room for 4 additional schools to
participate. Complete Letter of Interest Application

e CLICK HERE to Complete Letter of Interest Application

If you have questions about the application or program please contact
Lisa Vosbeek, Director of Development & Programs
Ivosbeek@misf.org or call 651-308-6454
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2020 Virtual School

Leadership Conference
Monday, September 28 - Tuesday September
29

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and concerns about

social distancing, this will be a virtual conference for
MISF members only.

Conference Schedule:

Monday, 9/28
> 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm President's "Zoomception" on Zoom
While we won't be able to gather in person at the Bear Pine Bar, we'll still get together - no



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d6DF4pxXApsZLfRTqDLw7MIs7RydePd2VJybT9tA3r8zd8BikDxwpn2av-xq-euRC4TiNwwwH-eHo_4A1yTRCg-5MQyQrFPzbN1XDIi5WXmPKcrRmoq8Z2_rkVNSv9aa7N7cWX2c_bvTS2EZ8sRf0XMDZgr7zp3SUMQma3s8b8dQNGdx02nomRgK98_JCk9zC1iv5Y12S-CWFtIWZ3kxB3grs9g8Yp9cgvFI2PxoRB2yVPVDPh_dazex9NYSD56SX7gpi_MsAapuInxgEAshy2iSG7D129Uv&c=&ch=
mailto:lvosbeek@misf.org

drink tickets necessary. Settle in with your laptop/phone/tablet and beverage of choice for
conversation, laughs, and a game to bring out your competitive side... come wearing your
school swag, too!

Monday, 9/28
> 9:00 am - 9:30 am Welcome, introductions and MISF updates

>9:30 am - 11:00 am Human Development and the Power of Alignment, presented
by Paul Bernabei

> 1:30 pm - 3:00 pm Cultivating Educational Leadership Through SEL, presented by
Jessica Werner, Ph.D.

Session Content and Presenters

Human Development and the Power of Alignment

by Paul Bernabei Co-Owner/Co-Founder/Senior Facilitator/Author/Director

We can enhance our leadership effectiveness by: (1) understanding the power of
alignment on the growth and development of our students, staff, and self and (2) quieting
our saboteurs (negative mental habits), and (3) accessing the five powers of our sage.

Bio ~ Paul directs Top 20 Training and has been leading the initiative to transform
American education and bring Top 20 to schools around the world. Paul travels the U.S.
presenting Top 20 Training seminars. He has been an educator in Twin Cities schools for
over 30 years and has conducted hundreds of retreats for youth and adults. He has co-
authored Top 20 Teachers: The Revolution in American Education, Top 20 Parents:
Raising Happy, Responsible and Emotionally Healthy Children and Top 20 Teens:
Discovering the Best-kept Thinking, Learning and Communicating Secrets of Successful
Teenagers. He has also authored Why Students Disengage in American Schools and
What We Can Do about It. A graduate of St. John's University and the University of St.
Thomas, Paul and his wife Paula, a retired kindergarten teacher, have four daughters and
fourteen grandchildren. They live in St. Paul, Minnesota.

Cultivating Educational Leadership Through SEL
by Jessica Warner, Ph. D. International Education Consultant

What if we told you there was a way to increase your sense of resiliency and efficacy while
simultaneously decreasing stress and the likelihood of burnout in the profession? We
know there are benefits of SEL (social-emotional learning) for students and that these
benefits apply to teachers and school leaders as well. Studies have shown that a greater
focus on SEL skills for leaders promotes a positive school climate and leads to improved
relationships between teachers and students and students and their peers. Furthermore,
there is a link between developing teachers' and leaders' SEL competencies and better
academic outcomes.

Bio ~ Jessica holds a doctorate in Educational Policy and Administration from the
University of Minnesota, and a Master's and Bachelor's degree from the University of Notre
Dame. She has worked as a classroom teacher in South America, Africa, Eastern Europe,
and the United States. She currently teaches Classroom Management to pre-service
teachers through the College of St. Scholastica in St. Paul, MN, and consults at schools as
an instructional coach and mentor for teachers across the United States. Dr. Werner is
also co-authoring a book, Thriving Teachers, Thriving Schools and is a senior facilitator of
the Personal Leadership program which offers SEL-based strategies for leadership. She
lives in Vadnais Heights with her husband and two children.

Conference Features, Registration & Fees

e Cost: $85 and includes all sessions, course materials, and access to session
recordings.
e Title Funds may be available. Check with your local LEA for more information




e Earn CEU's for each session you attend
e |ast day to register is Friday September 25

Click here to
REGISTER
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Have you renewed your MISF membership?

If you've already renewed your MISF
membership... THANK YOU! We look forward to
serving you in the 2020-2021 school year.

If you haven't already renewed...it is our sincere

hope we will retain your school as a member of

our strong and vibrant cohort of private and

independent schools. Here are just a handful
oy of ways your school community benefits
QARSS ' from membership with MISF:

Looking for local professional development opportunities? MISF provides high
quality, relevant topics, including access to recorded seminar and conference
materials

Have a question about legal requirements or services your school should

receive? MISF provides member-only access to our Law Guide and Directory of
Programs and Services for Nonpublic Schools

Looking to build a network with other private school leaders? Make plans to attend
the MISF School Leadership Conference, a supportive gathering focused on the
unique needs of private schools leaders

Not sure if you are receiving all your title services or nonpublic pupil aids? We're
just an email or phone call away. We'll help problem-solve and ensure your
students and school receive their equitable services

Looking for STEM resources or funding? You'll receive access to member-only
STEM grants, community partnership programs and periodic in-kind donations
Have a question about ESSER or GEER funds? We're all over it! We can provide
helpful guidance in working with your district to ensure you are provided accurate
and transparent information

Need to stay current on local, state and national issues impacting nonpublic
schools? MISF is active at all levels to ensure consistent, accurate and timely
information is conveyed to member schools

Invoices have been emailed to all member schools

If you need a copy, please contact Debbie Kaliszewski at dkalis@misf.org. We look
forward to serving you in the 2020-21 school year.

Back to top

Join the MISF Member School
Network



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d6DF4pxXApsZLfRTqDLw7MIs7RydePd2VJybT9tA3r8zd8BikDxwpuDN7VUAuyx1Mk1wf35ZEpFbv7AavBO_HaMXv2zxirvKeVXnl0wmNYyioBjJF6CGBtXIOKMXl4YiL2fJ9MQj6sdLhkglTpybT3pMcK8JHYkQGg2ZoiwMDSi9Stbf97qW14BMSu6XhFS5884Cc-XCZCA=&c=&ch=
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We would like to invite MISF members to join us

on the MISF Member School Network, a \'
private, pgrsopallzed MISF Group, in MINNESOTA
partnership with ChangeMakers for Impact. INDEPENDENT

e . . SCHOOL FORUM
Participation in this collaborative network is a

NEW member benefit that we believe will be of

high value as we continue to navigate an ambiguous educational environment. There has
never been a greater need for leaders to have a place online where they can connect and
be resourced that is accessible anytime.

This NEW member benefit will provide member schools with  FREE access to our private
group - MISF Member School Network and the larger ChangeMaker for Impact
Network.

Explanation & Benefits

As a member of the MISF Member School Network, we want you to get immediate value
from being a member.

Network and connect with MISF member school members

Authentically collaborate, connect, and resource one another virtually

Access timely information to navigate a full range of issues

Access exclusive professional development training and resources

Stay up to date on program opportunities, training, and events to support you in
your work

Access Instructions

e The MISF Member School Network can be accessed via a web browser on your
computer or download the Mighty Networks app from the app store to access on
your device!

e Click on one of the links below to connect to our partner site, Incubate to Innovate.

e Once connected, access our private site by clicking on GROUPS in the left menu
and choose MISF Member School Network.

e BOOKMARK the MISF Member School Network for direct future access.

e Review WELCOME article for more instructions on how to use the site.

Ready to Join?

e New members join here: https://changemakersforimpact.mn.co/plans/471767?
bundle_token=c587f1edbb98e28626925922be2f27e0&utm_source=manual

e Those already members of ChangeMakers for Impact, but want to join the MISF
Member School Network join
here: https://changemakersforimpact.mn.co/plans/47177?
bundle_token=6665cc3e32¢7319139196020e97f591b&utm_source=manual

Questions: Lisa Vosbeek, Director of Development & Programs
Ivosbeek@misf.org or call 651-424-4930
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Questions about becoming a
member of MISF?

To learn about membership, visit our membership
page. For new school members, there is a new
member incentive including a reduced member
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rate for the first year. To learn more about this
special offer, send an email to tbenz@misf.org.
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MN Zoo Zooms STEM Design
Challenge: Engineering for

Animals
STEM DESIGN CHALLENGE Looking for ways to engage your students in
authentic integrated STEM? The ZOOMS
STEM Design Challenge offers students in grades 3-12 a chance to develop a solution to
a 'real’' problem faced by Zoo Keepers and staff at the Minnesota Zoo. While tasked with
designing an enrichment for an animal at the Zoo, students will be challenged to use their
science and math knowledge, creativity, problem solving, and research skills during the
engineering design process in order to best solve the problem and present a solution.

Registered teachers will receive access to free design challenge resources and ongoing
support throughout the school year from Zoo education staff. Register your class by
clicking 'Apply Now!" by Friday November 13th to participate. For more information on the
ZOOMS design challenge, visit https://mnzoo.org/education/schools-teachers/zooms-

design-challenge/.

2020-2021 Enrichment Design Challenge: Develop aninnovative

enrichment for the red panda

As one of the most beloved animals at the Minnesota Zoo, our 9-year-old female red
panda can often be found resting on her favorite tree branch in her Tropics Trail habitat
that she shares with two Transcaspian urials. Described as sweet and shy, Min has been
a challenge to provide enrichment for as she has shown minimal interest and hesitates to
explore anything when the two urials are near. Zookeepers have identified goals for Min
that they would like help achieving through enrichment, such as increasing activity levels
and exploration of her habitat or finding a better way to cool down in the Tropics humidity
to name a few. While considering these goals and Min's individual needs, developing an
enrichment that also encourages natural behaviors will ensure she stays happy, healthy,
and mentally engaged.
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e September 28-30, 2020: MISF Virtual School Leadership Conference
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from MISF, including STEM opportunities, conference and seminar information, and advocacy
updates. You may instead
Thank you.
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