GRANTS

Recent Grant Updates

Development Narrative Report
FY 2026/2027

e Awarded - $25,000 STEM Grant from Xcel Energy. Payment received on 8/20/2026

¢ Awarded - $25.000 3M General Cash Grant for STEM Programming in Under-Resourced

Twin Cities Schools. Payment received on 8/27/2026

Meetings and Funding Updates

¢ Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation — Tim met with our program officer in August to

discuss changes to the upcoming grant cycle and better understand the Foundation’s

evolving strategic funding model. Our program officer has helped position

MINNDEPENDENT's work and impact to align with the new priorities and funding

parameters. Funding decisions will be made by the family members who manage the

Foundation and will be by invitation only. We expect to receive an update this fall.

TRUSTS

e 2027 Trust award expected in January 2027.

ANNUAL FUND

Category # of Donors Total YTD Amount # of New Donors
Individuals/Orgs/Corp 6 $2441.92 0

Trusts 0 $0 0

Foundations 1 $25,000 0

Sponsors 30 $51,450 3

Board (20) 3 $391.92 15% Giving

FY 25/26 Individual/Organization/Corporation Donors (Does not include sponsors)

Tim Benz

Anastasia Benz

Heidi Gallus

Mike Brennan

Phil and Connie Paquette
Roger and Mary Ahrenho
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Help Us Expand Our Reach - Follow Us on Social Media:

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/MINNDEPENDENT/
Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/minndependent/
X - https://x.com/MINNDprez

Vimeo - https://vimeo.com/minndependent

SPONSORSHIPS

2026 School Leadership Conference (Sept. 28 -30, 2026)

Thrivent $3,000.00
Langer Construction $3,000.00
Slow Road Photo $3,000.00
Enquiry Tracker $3,000.00
VenturEd Solutions - NEW $3,000.00
Escale Advisors $3,000.00
Canopy IT Solutions $3,000.00
Opus $1,800.00
Pope Design Group $1,800.00
Revolution Sporting Goods $1,800.00
Solid Rock Construction $1,800.00
ATSR $1,800.00
Renaissance $1,800.00
Donald's Uniform $1,800.00
Catapult Learning $1,800.00
MNSAA $1,800.00
Allied Black Top - NEW $1,800.00
Youth Frontiers - NEW $1,800.00
FY26-27 School Leadership Conference Sponsorship | $40,800.00
Sponsorship Goal | $42,000.00
2026 Preferred Partnership Program (October 2026 - September 2027)
Thrivent $500.00
Langer Construction $500.00
Pope Design Group $500.00
Escale Advisors $500.00
Opus $500.00
MNSAA $500.00
YTD Preferred Partnership Program Sponsorship | $3,000.00




Sponsorship Goal | $0

2026 STEM Education Conference (Aug 12, 2026)

Creative Learning Systems/Smart Labs $1,000.00
Thrivent $500.00
Science from Scientists $250.00
The Works $250.00
ATSR $500.00
Xperitas - NEW $250.00
Twin Cities PBS $250.00
High Tech Kids $250.00
Sparkpoint Innovations $500.00
U of M CFANS $250.00
MN Zoo $250.00

Teaching Channel - trade for presenter $0.00

MN Agriculture in the Classroom $250.00

FY26-27 STEM Education Conference Sponsorship | $4500.00

Sponsorship Goal | $4000.00

Other Organization Sponsorships 2026-2027

Thrivent ENEWS Spotlight (6 issue July - December 2026 $1,200.00
Thrivent PD (1 webinar in 26/27 $750.00

The Opus Group ENEWS Spotlight (July - Dec 2026 - 6 issues) $1,200.00

YTD Other Sponsorships | $3150.00

Sponsorship Goal | $6000.00
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