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Dear friends of private and independent education,

It’s hard to believe schools have started the 2025-26 school
year. We wish a safe, meaningful and successful year to all!
 
Membership renewal invoices were sent on July 1. If you
have not received your invoice, or misplaced it, please let
us know. Our goal is 100% member renewal.
 
The Trump Administration and USDE have released all Title
Funds for the SY26 year. If you have not received
communication from you local district, make sure to reach
out and confirm your equitable share and funds available. If
you need a helping hand with this, please feel free to
reach out to me.
 
Registration for the 2025 School Leadership Conference
is open. Don’t miss out on the premier (and most
enjoyable) gathering of private and independent school
leaders. The conference has the best topics, networking
opportunities and connections to companies and
organizations that strengthen your skills. This conference is
perfectly summed up, “Thank you for the opportunity to step
out of my own building for a few days to work on being a
better leader. Having the opportunity to network, workshop,
and problem solve with other leaders while also getting top-
notch professional development is why I’ll be coming back.
Thank you for the opportunity to get better.” We hope to see
you in September.
 
Thank you for your support and investment in private and
independent education. 

Tim Benz President

ASK THE PRESIDENT

Have a question about
issues like school
transportation, Title
funds, current
legislation, etc.? Want
Tim's take on the Twins'
hitting woes? Ask the
President! Click the
button below.

Ask Tim

MINNDEPENDENT has
negotiated a discounted
rate for member schools
interested in
participating in the
#SocialSchool4EDU
Membership Program

READ MORE

MINNDEPENDENT Jobs
Board
Member schools can post
job listings for free.

READ MORE

Hats & Mittens is a
nonprofit committed to
providing hats and mittens
for local children in need.
Learn more and get
involved!

mailto:office@minndependent.org
mailto:tbenz@minndependent.org
https://minndependent.org/school_leadership_conference/
https://forms.gle/ZByF5dKLiRfYda6V8
https://socialschool4edu.com/
https://minndependent-media.s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/30151630/MINNDEPENDENT-SocialSchool4EDU-Membership-Flyer-2024.pdf
https://misf.org/jobs/
https://www.thrivent.com/
https://enquirytracker.net/
https://factsmgt.com/
https://www.langerconstruction.com/
https://www.renaissance.com/
https://www.slowroadphoto.com/
https://www.thrivent.com/
https://canopyit.com/
https://www.cognia.org/
https://catapultlearning.com/
https://www.donaldsuniform.com/
https://escaleadvisors.com/
https://www.opus-group.com/
https://www.popedesign.com/company
https://www.revolutionsportinggoods.com/
https://www.sadlier.com/
https://www.srcmn.com/
https://www.teachingchannel.com/
https://toolsforsuccessindy.com/
https://www.nsta.org/?srsltid=AfmBOooEaZpShE7K32d-24iN4ntH4Ip5sH8FS39E_B0RNdIp9Oq0vdda
https://www.opus-group.com/News/why-clients-trust-us-with-their-design-build-projects
https://ststephenschool.org/
https://ststephenschool.org/
https://minndependent.org/preferred-partnerships/
https://minndependent.org/preferred-partnerships/
https://minndependent.org/preferred-partnerships/
https://minndependent.org/preferred-partnerships/
https://minndependent.org/preferred-partnerships/
https://minndependent.org/preferred-partnerships/
https://minndependent.org/preferred-partnerships/
https://minndependent.org/preferred-partnerships/
https://minndependent.org/preferred-partnerships/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=2f6c3152-faf4-4d9b-97e6-1d38f7bc67c4


READ MORE

Share your school's
news!

Whether it's a
noteworthy student
achievement, a
remarkable teacher
initiative, or a collective
success that deserves
recognition, we want to
share it! Drop us line
below.

EMAIL US

 
The MINNDEPENDENT Newsletter is sponsored by

Kickstart the School Year with Financial Clarity:
Empowering Educators for a Prosperous Future

Did you know...

70% of Americans have less than $1000 saved.
The avg. American overspends by almost $7,500 per
year.
59% Don't have a budget.
Studies say that people spend 80% more when using
credit cards!

https://minndependent-media.s3.us-east-2.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/14094622/HandM.pdf
mailto:office@minndependent.org


Increase personal financial clarity for you, your staff, and
parents with Thrivent's FREE (really and no sales
pressure) money coaching service called Money Canvas.

Benefits of Money Canvas by Thrivent?

See where your money goes each month
Improve your spending habits
Free up money to put toward your priority (saving, paying
off debt, starting to invest)
Feel more in control of your money!

Introduction to Money Canvas (3 min.)

Register for your first Money Canvas session below and
include Minndependent as how you learned about Money
Canvas in your registration.

Learn more and register for Money Canvas

Sue Furry
Assistant Manager of Engagement

Sue.furry@thrivent.com
651-666-8695

Bruce Plautz
Senior Engagement Leader

Bruce.plautz@thrivent.com
1-920-851-7298

 
 

2025 SCHOOL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Mon, Sept 22 - Wed Sept 24, 2025
Ruttger's Bay Lake Resort

Deerwood, MN

Registration for the 2025 School Leadership Conference is OPEN!
 
This conference is the premier gathering of private and independent
school leaders across Minnesota. Whether you are a new school leader
eager to expand your network or a seasoned veteran looking for fresh
new ideas, this is the place for you. Looking to recharge after the first
month of school? This conference is the place for you.

https://video.thrivent.com/view/VIsRypRqFKWkSJljdtOYiQ
https://www.thrivent.com/generosity/money-canvas
mailto:Sue.furry@thrivent.com
mailto:Bruce.plautz@thrivent.com
https://csawqxn6.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XXMf27CcxTdDcSl6_MwD6nY07iYNxxsn1uge1HMdvek6Ojq0vP_7V5C-cNgWXp3m119wRpFXCqTJfvLp-0blbkBqaGag0bwWSipE97waLGB0R742a6rGPvHt-GK82clUpn6mYP8LQyE9kiPwFK7dTg-8POCwp0mkCkFDbwm7AgJAORw5REE2wvwciU0dmGKov9xJSiEkDec=&c=sDvLeLQ6sEOIR1Mw0QBCZHPaMDyN_7D38O4p72-wGVrSCLVo_T6eqw==&ch=DQRv70Ogz0ewpxKJffDQruKgL8StCopuIdkAObnZ3Vl_mFY3MIiOrQ==


Visit the School Leadership Conference page to view session
topics, presenter details, and the tentative agenda. Early bird
pricing is available through August 24, with special pricing for
first-time attendees. We look forward to seeing you in September.

FEATURED SESSION

Advocacy and the Road Ahead
for Non-Public Schools

The 2025 legislative session had a dire outlook for essential services to
nonpublic students and families. Fortunately, the outcome was successful,
but the future remains uncertain. This session will summarize actions and
learnings gained from this year’s legislative efforts and highlight
opportunities for school communities in the future.

What You’ll Learn in This Workshop

How school leaders can engage in local advocacy
How to activate and motivate your school communities for
action
Provide specific ways to build relationships with elected
officials in your school community

Presented by John Elizandro, Senior Principal and Jill Sims,
PrincipalPark Street Public

Park Street Public collaborates with organizations to shift public
sentiment, sway policymakers, strengthen reputations, and ignite
communities to achieve their objectives.

COST REGISTER EARLY AND SAVE!

Member Schools (through August 24th)
1 Night: $3252 Nights: $425
(Regular registration after August 24: $350/$460)
Conference Day Only: $125 (includes meal, resort fees and materials)

Special pricing for first-time attendees1 OR 2 Nights: $350(two

https://csawqxn6.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XXMf27CcxTdDcSl6_MwD6nY07iYNxxsn1uge1HMdvek6Ojq0vP_7V5C-cNgWXp3m119wRpFXCqTJfvLp-0blbkBqaGag0bwWSipE97waLGB0R742a6rGPvHt-GK82clUpn6mYP8LQyE9kiPwFK7dTg-8POCwp0mkCkFDbwm7AgJAORw5REE2woyyR4PWzY6FPOus0b0VHBc=&c=sDvLeLQ6sEOIR1Mw0QBCZHPaMDyN_7D38O4p72-wGVrSCLVo_T6eqw==&ch=DQRv70Ogz0ewpxKJffDQruKgL8StCopuIdkAObnZ3Vl_mFY3MIiOrQ==
https://parkstreetpublic.com/


nights for the price of one!)

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION AND
REGISTRATION
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School Nutrition Programs (SNP)

Direct Certification Requirements for Non-Public Schools

Non-public schools participating in the School Nutrition Programs are required to
upload student enrollment data into the Cyber-Linked Interactive Child Nutrition
System (CLiCS) at least three times per year to determine if any students can be
directly certified for free or reduced-price benefits. New direct certification
information is available in CLiCS around the middle of each month. Non-public
schools should plan to conduct direct certification before the first day of school and
at about 3 months (December) and 6 months (March) into the school year. Add
these dates to your calendar now so you don’t forget to complete these important
tasks!
 
​The Direct Certification Handbook – Non-Public Schools is now available! This
handbook provides detailed guidance on direct certification, including how to obtain
direct certification data using CLiCS, specifically for non-public schools.
 
​For more information, the following additional resources are available on the Direct
Certification (mn.gov) webpage .

STEM SCOOP
 

STEM Day at the Minnesota State Fair

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Feducation.mn.gov%2Fmdeprod%2Fidcplg%3FIdcService=GET_FILE%26dDocName=PROD086825%26RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased%26Rendition=primary/1/01010198ae41a266-8a6452d5-af65-482b-966a-e64c6e2cf7c5-000000/CjMhEWR9OZnN8mtTyRCu1dwPcwX4Mis74VNZHJTGAjU=418
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Feducation.mn.gov%2FMDE%2Fdse%2FFNS%2FSNP%2Fproc%2Fdc%2F/1/01010198ae41a266-8a6452d5-af65-482b-966a-e64c6e2cf7c5-000000/8r82OsElk-7OZgWU4sflVi0tAW5qS3z15Kl1X-k99_4=418
https://www.facebook.com/events/mn-state-fairgrounds/stem-day-at-the-fair/1915640525508870/


... is Minnesota’s biggest celebration of all things
science, engineering, technology, and mathematics at
the Fair. SciMathMN will bring STEM education
providers and corporate leaders together in Dan Patch
Park on the Fairgrounds in front of the
Grandstand. This year’s celebration is Thursday, August 21, and you are invited!

Date: Thursday, August 21, 2025

​Location: Dan Patch Park, Minnesota State Fairgrounds

Experience AI | Raspberry Pi Foundation & Google
DeepMind

Experience AI is a free educational program offering lesson plans, videos, and
hands-on activities to teach students ages 11–14 about artificial intelligence and
machine learning. The resources educators to build AI literacy and critical thinking,
helping young people explore real-world applications and create their own AI
projects.

Experience the importance of STEM through the sport of
racing!

Experience the importance of STEM through the sport of racing!
Immerse K-8 students in real-life applications of STEM—and teach key science
concepts at the same time—with lessons about a sport that many students enjoy.
Check out these fun and engaging NASCAR-themed lessons and resources, free of
charge to educators nationwide! LEARN MORE

https://tiesteach.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8cd27572272a50e5d9b3e0b5&id=7ebb5c622c&e=6497bcf913
https://www.nsta.org/nascar-kids


Our Beautiful Planet is a series of compelling 5-7 minute science films highlighting
the cutting-edge research that climate scientists are doing to solve some of the
world’s most pressing issues.

NSTA, The Climate Initiative, and Kikim Media have partnered to launch these films
and this collection of classroom-ready lesson plans that highlight the science and
engineering practices scientists use to explain climate change phenomena and
design solutions to problems. LEARN MORE

The MINNDEPENDENT Newsletter is sponsored by

https://www.nsta.org/our-beautiful-planet


Continuous Improvement
​with Ted Neitzke







CLICK HERE TO
REGISTER

MINNDEPENDENT
​Preferred Partnership Spotlight

Donald's Uniform

We dress you for success

www.donaldsuniform.com

Barb Williamson
General Manager
612-201-8245
bwilliamson@donaldsuniform.com

 

Preferred Partnership Program

This exclusive program recognizes the top 30% of our partners who have
demonstrated a strong commitment to our mission and member schools. By

partnering with Preferred Partners, schools can access a comprehensive
ecosystem of trusted resources to provide the best possible products and

services to their communities.

 
 

   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftY9dHuksuJ2g-PM15eMAYt1O8kXD7kv8aQ3zm9mtTJ9YgvQ/viewform
https://www.donaldsuniform.com/
mailto:bwilliamson@donaldsuniform.com


   
Important Dates to Remember

Monday, September 22-Wednesday September 24, 2025
School Leadership Conference Ruttger's Bay Lake Resort

minndependent.org | info@minndependent.org

MINNDEPENDENT | 5200 Willson Road Suite 310 | Edina, MN 55424 US
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